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There are two extreme attitudes today regarding the subject of the 
Holy Spirit. One of these disregards Him almost entirely, substituting 
a religious ritual or an ecclesiastical machine that functions regardless 
of any real spiritual power. The other attitude places an unwarranted 
stress on the operations of the Holy Ghost at the expense of the written 
Word of God and true Christian sobriety. 

One of these extremes, expresses itself in frigid formalism; the 
other in fervent fanaticism. The one freezes; the other burns! 

The object of this course is to present simply but Biblically the 
truth of The Other Comforter whom the Father has sent to dwell with 
us and to be in us (John 14:16). His Word clearly marks out the 
Christian’s path , while the Spirit provides the power. 

Some of the material in the following lessons has been drawn 
from that very excellent book, “Christ’s Vicar,” written by the author’s 
late friend, Mr. H. P. Barker. May these studies enrich and deepen the 
spiritual life of each student. 


Student A 
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HOW THIS COURSE IS ORGANIZED 

1. The Personality of the Holy Spirit 

2. The Deity of the Holy Spirit 

3. The Spirit’s Work Through the Ages 

4. Similes and Symbols of the Spirit 

5. The Spirit’s Work with Sinners 

6. Anointed and Sealed by the Spirit 

7. The “Earnest” and the Witness of the Spirit 

8. Prayer and Worship in the Spirit 

9. The Baptism and Filling of the Spirit 
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10. The Spirit and the Book of Acts 

11. Hindrances to the Spirit’s Workings 

12. The Holy Spirit’s Power 

HOW TO STUDY 

Begin by asking God to open your heart to receive the truths He would 
teach you from His Word. Read the lesson through at least twice, once 
to get the general drift of its contents and then again, slowly, looking 
up all Scripture references and examining all footnotes. 


EXAMS 

Each exam covers two lessons. (Exam 1, for example, covers lessons 1 
and 2.) Each exam is clearly marked to show you which questions deal 
with which lesson. You may take the exam in two stages. When you 
have completed lesson 1, you may take the part of Exam 1 dealing with 
that lesson. Do not mail the exam to the School, however, until you 
have completed lesson 2 and taken the second part of the exam. 
NEVER SEND IN AN EXAM FOR CORRECTION UNTIL BOTH 
PARTS ARE COMPLETED. Send in an exam for correction as soon as 
you have completed all of it. 

You may use any version of the Bible for general study. When 
answering exam questions, however, restrict yourself to either the 
Authorized (King James) Version (1611), or the American Standard 
Version (1901). These are two widely used versions. There are so many 
versions today that your instructor cannot possibly check them all in 
evaluating your work. 

1. Thought and Research Questions 

Some exams contain questions designed to make you do original 
Bible study. You may use your Bible to answer these questions. 
They are clearly marked. 
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2. What Do You Say? Questions 


Questions headed in this way are optional and no point value 
is assigned to them. You may freely state your own opinions in 
answer to such questions. Your candid answers will help your 
instructor get to know you better as an individual. They will also 
help us evaluate the general effectiveness of this course. 

3. How Your Papers Are Graded 

Any incorrectly answered questions will be marked by your 
instructor. You will be referred back to the place in the Bible 
or the textbook where the correct answer is to be found. 


RECORD YOUR GRADES 

When you send in your first exam a Grade Record Card will be returned 
to you showing your grade for the lesson(s) just corrected. You must 
return this card to the School each time you send in further exams. 


GROUP ENROLLMENTS 

If you are enrolled in a class, submit your exam papers to the leader or 
secretary of the class who will send them for the entire group to the 
Correspondence School. 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

Begin studying immediately, or, if you are in a group, as soon as the 
group begins. Try to keep a regular study schedule. You will be allowed 
a maximum of one year to complete this course from the time of 
enrollment. Many students endeavor to complete at least one lesson 
each week, submitting exams every two weeks. We highly recommend 
the adoption of some such study schedule. 











Lesson One 



Assignment for this lesson: Read John 14:16-18, 26; 15:26; 16:7- 
14. 


It is interesting to notice that mention is made of the Holy Spirit of 
God at the commencement and the conclusion of our Bible. As we 
stand on the threshold of the Book we see Him at work in Creation, 
moving on the face of the waters (Genesis 1:2). Then, at the close of 
the Volume we hear that same Spirit joining with the Bride, saying, 
“Come” (Revelation 22:17). 

Before beginning our studies we must ask and answer two 
fundamentally important questions: (1) Is the Spirit a Person? and 
(2) Is He God? These will occupy us in our first two lessons. 

Is He a Person? The answer of numerous heretical cults is, 
“No.” They deny His Personality, and affirm that the Spirit is an 
impersonal influence, a mere emanation from God. But this teaching 
is emphatically denied by Holy Scripture. The fact that the Spirit has 
not become incarnate (i.e., assumed a body) in no way vitiates the 
fact of personality. The Father is a Divine Person, and yet has never 
become incarnate. 

Personality consists of intellect, emotion, and will. By the intellect 
we know , by the emotions we feel, and by the will we do. 
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INTELLIGENCE 


Is the Spirit described as an intelligent being? The Bible answers, “But 
God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God” 
(1 Corinthians 2:10-12). 

Notice the two spirits here: one the human (v. 11, first part) 
and the other the divine. Now, it is man’s possession of his human 
spirit that makes him intelligent in human affairs. By this he reasons, 
judges and discriminates. He weighs and assesses evidence. He possesses 
intelligence in things relating to matters on the human plane. No animal 
can “know the things of a man” simply because it does not possess the 
essential factor, a human spirit. 

So the unregenerate man cannot apprehend divine things, simply 
because he lacks the divine Spirit. It is this that illumines the believer’s 
mind and gives him intelligence and appreciation of heavenly realities. 
God has given us freely of His great treasures. The Holy Spirit, who 
knows them all, delights to conduct us through this vast estate, and to 
assure us that it has been all secured to us through the precious blood 
of Christ. It is now our privilege to know and enjoy it. 

Like a sympathetic lawyer who sits down at our side and explains 
the technical language of a will in which we have been named as 
beneficiaries, so the Spirit of God explains to us that we are heirs of 
God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ in an eternal inheritance (Romans 
8:16, 17). This is for our enjoyment, not only in the glorious future, 
but even today. 

EMOTION 

Does the Spirit possess emotions? Does He love, hate, yearn and 
sorrow? Yes, He does. Turning to Ephesians 4:30 we read: “And grieve 
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not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” Because He can be grieved He there¬ 
fore loves. Moreover, “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” (Romans 5:5). Furthermore, 
Paul urged his friends at Rome “by the love of the Spirit” to pray for 
him and his ministry (Romans 15:30, A.S.V.). 

But He also reproves and warns. This is clear from the account of 
the missionary journeys of the early apostles, for when they were about 
to enter a certain field “the Spirit suffered them not,” “forbidding” 
them to proceed (Acts 16:6, 7). 

And by way of evidence that He hates sin is the fact that He 
strives to hold men back from its deadly power (see Genesis 6:3). 

WILL 

Does He will? Yes, for He leads, “For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). “If ye be led of 
the Spirit, ye are not under the law” (Galatians 5:18). 

He sanctifies and justifies. “Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). He teaches. “But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever 
I have said unto you” (John 14:26). And He bears testimony regarding 
the believer’s forgiveness through the one offering of Christ on the 
cross. “Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that 
he had said before, ‘This is the covenant that I will make with them 
after those days,’ saith the Lord, ‘I will put my laws into their hearts, 
and in their minds will I write them; And their sins and iniquities will 
I remember no more.’ Now where remission of these is, there is no 
more offering for sin” (Hebrews 10:15-18). 

That the Holy Spirit is a Person and not an impersonal influence 
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is clearly seen in His operations. He speaks (Galatians 4:6; Revelation 
2:7); He teaches (John 14:26); and He quickens (Romans 8:11). While 
it is true that the Greek word itself, “pneuma,” is in the neuter gender, 
yet the context clearly proves personality. A mere impersonal influence 
cannot speak, love, grieve, and know! 

In John 14:16 the Lord Jesus refers to the Spirit as “another 
Comforter,” One who, unlike Himself in this respect, would abide with 
them forever. The strong implication here is that no one less than a 
Divine Person could ever be described as “Another.” In John 16:7 
Christ tells His own that it is to their advantage that He go away; 
otherwise, the Comforter would not come. It is utterly unthinkable 
that a mere influence or impersonal energy would supersede Him! 

“The English word ‘Comforter’ does not quite give the full 
meaning of the word which the Savior used, which ,(in its English form) 
was Paraclete. It is the same word that is rendered ‘Advocate’ in 1 John 
2:1. It means one who looks after the interests of others, especially 
of those who are his dependents. . . . We may with equal correctness 
translate the word ‘Comforter’ by ‘Helper,’ and think of the Holy 
Spirit as our truest and best Helper on earth” (H. P. Barker). 

For the word “Comforter” some translators substitute “Coun¬ 
selor,” or “Advocate,” or “Solicitor.” All of these help us to under¬ 
stand the idea behind the term. Our Lord Jesus is the believer’s 
Advocate in heaven today (1 John 2:1), while the Spirit is his Advocate 
on earth. What a provision God has made for our spiritual maintenance! 
When Christ was on earth He was everything to the disciples. He 
answered their questions, allayed their fears, and undertook for their 
needs. But He has gone back to heaven. Yes, but Another has come 
permanently as His Vicar, His Substitute, to do all this for us during 
His absence. 


When you have mastered this lesson, take the first part of Exam 1 
(covering lesson 1), questions 1-10 on pages 11-12 (right after 
lesson 2). Remember, you will not turn this exam in for correction 
until after you have done lesson 2. 
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Lesson Two 


^Jke ^Jbeity of the J4oty Spirit 


Having established the fact that the Spirit is a Person we now come to 
a second question of major importance: Is He God? We do not mean, 
of course, “Is He the Father?” or, “Is He the Son?” But rather is He 
God in His essential nature; or is He inferior? This matter can be 
settled by ascertaining the answers to the following three questions: 

(1) Does Scripture present Him as an equal of the Father and the Son? 

(2) Does He possess the attributes of deity? (3) Is He actually referred 
to as God? Let us take these questions in order. 


IS THE HOLY SPIRIT AN EQUAL OF THE FATHER 
AND THE SON? 

Yes, for He is often linked in the very closest relationship with both. 
This clearly demonstrates equality in dignity and relationship. 

Look at the baptismal formula, “And Jesus came and spake 
unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:18, 
19). And the apostolic benediction, “The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all. Amen” (2 Corinthians 13:14). This is strengthened 
by His relationship to the other members of the Godhead in such 
matters as the believer’s salvation, the gifts, and access. Notice the 
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presentation of the Trinity in the following passages: “Elect according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the 
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied” (1 Peter 1:2). “Now there 
are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences 
of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of 
operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all” (1 Corin¬ 
thians 12:4-6). “For through him (i.e., Christ) we both have access 
by one Spirit unto the Father” (Ephesians 2:18). 

In our naming of the Persons of the eternal Trinity we often use 
the following order—The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. But the i 
New Testament does not adhere to this at all, for the student will i 
notice that this is reversed in some of these texts. Perhaps the reason 
for this is in order to guard us in our assuming that one member is of 
less importance than another. 

DOES HE POSSESS THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD? 

Perhaps we should remind ourselves that such attributes include 
eternity of being, omniscience, omnipotence and omnipresence. 

The Comforter is eternal according to Hebrews 9:14, “Christ 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God.” This 
disposes of all thought of His being a mere creature. He had no 
beginning whatever. 

He is omniscient, or all-knowing. This is positively taught in one 
of Isaiah’s great prophetic passages concerning the Messiah, “And 
there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 
shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 
11:1, 2). This is reinforced by the great New Testament declaration 
of 1 Corinthians 2:10-13: “the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save 
the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God. . . . Which things also we speak, not in 
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the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” 

Thus we see that He is the great Revealer of the divine treasuries. 
In fact, He is not only the Revealer but He is also the Producer. The 
Holy Scriptures are His product. The words, “given by inspiration of 
God,” in 2 Timothy 3:16 are literally “God-breathed.” Just as He in 
the beginning breathed into Adam’s inanimate clay and man became 
a living soul, so He breathed again into the minds, as it were, of certain 
chosen vessels and selected from their own vocabularies words that 
would convey His divine thoughts to men. These words were both 
human and yet divine, human inasmuch as they were common property 
among men and were really part of the writer’s verbal furniture, and 
yet divine inasmuch as the Spirit chose them to convey to us His truth. 
This is the meaning, we believe, of the latter part of 1 Corinthians 2:13. 
“Comparing spiritual things with spiritual” might better be translated, 
“Communicating spiritual things by spiritual means” (Darby). Thus 
we see that supernatural concepts could be conveyed only by a super¬ 
natural Agent using carefully selected language. 

In the addresses to the Seven Churches (Revelation 2, 3) we hear 
the oft-repeated exhortation, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Why? Simply because of His perfect 
knowledge of each church’s needs. 

But He is also omnipotent. This is indicated by His work in 
creation. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters” (Genesis 1:1, 2). “By his spirit he hath garnished the 
heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent” (Job 26:13). 
“Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest 
the face of the earth” (Psalm 104:30). “The Spirit of God hath made 
me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life” (Job 33:4). 

Again, our Lord’s body in resurrection was “quickened, (or made 
alive) by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). And He will yet communicate 
divine life to our mortal bodies when Jesus comes (Romans 8:11). Still 
another instance of His omnipotence is seen in the event of Acts 8:39 
where an evangelist was caught away bodily after baptizing a convert. 
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Again, the fact that man may blaspheme against Him is proof of 
His Godhood (Matthew 12:31). To speak injuriously against deity 
constitutes blasphemy. 

Finally, the attribute of omnipresence is applied to this divine 
Person. This is set forth in Psalm 139:7-12, “Whither shall I go from 
thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea, Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me. if I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the 
night shall be light about me, Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee, 
but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both 
alike to thee.” 

We now turn to our third great question, 

IS HE ACTUALLY REFERRED TO AS GOD? 

One of the great prophecies concerning the Messiah stated that He was 
to be anointed with the Spirit of Jehovah (Isaiah 61:1, A.S.V.). This 
Spirit is Himself Jehovah in His essential being. The New Testament 
confirms this by declaring that “the Lord is that Spirit.” (See 2 Corin¬ 
thians 3:17, 18. Check this with the A.S.V.) 

It is interesting to notice in Scripture that all three Persons of the 
Godhead are described by the title “Lord.” For example, Jesus 
addresses the Father as “Lord of heaven and earth” (Matthew 11:25); 
the Son is Lord (Acts 2:36; Romans 10:9); and so is the blessed Spirit, 
as we see in the preceding paragraph. Lord, meaning Supreme Master, 
applies, equally to each, as does the term “God.” In its absolute sense 
it applies only to deity. 

As we gaze with unveiled face on the glory of the risen Christ, 
the indwelling Spirit exercises His mastery; as Lord, He transforms 
us into the same image (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

Another very clear proof of both His personality and deity is 
seen in Acts 5:3, 4, where we hear Peter saying to the deceitful 
Ananias, “Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? 
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. . . thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” 

In conclusion we have arrived at the truth that this glorious Person 
who has come to earth to serve as Christ’s Vicar during His absence,- 
this One whom our Lord referred to as “another Comforter”—is the 
divine Equal of both the Father and the Son. 

The student should note that sometimes the word “Spirit” in 
our Authorized Version is spelled with a small “s.” There were no 
capitals in the original. Hence, the context must determine whether 
the human spirit or the Holy Spirit is meant. 

Also, in our common Bibles (Authorized, or King James Version) 
the words “Ghost” and “Spirit” are used interchangeably. These were 
synonymous in the year 1611 when this translation was produced. 
Today the word “Spirit” is preferable. 



When you are ready, complete Exam 1 by answering questions 
11-20 on pages 13-15. (You should have already answered ques¬ 
tions 1-10 as part of your study of lesson 1.) 

When you have answered all the questions in Exam 1, mail the 
exam for correction. 
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Lesson Three 


Site Spirits lAJork Shroufyh the SlfyeA 


Assignment for this lesson: Read Psalm 51:11; Galatians 4:6; 
Ephesians 4:30; Joel 2:28-32. 


In this lesson, we shall glance at the work of the Holy Spirit—(1) Before 
Pentecost; (2) During this Church Age; (3) In the future Millennial 
Reign of Christ. It is very important that we clearly distinguish His 
operations in these three great time periods. 

BEFORE PENTECOST 

During Old Testament times, and even during our Lord’s earthly life 
(the period of the four Gospels), the Spirit came upon certain 
individuals for the accomplishment of some specific purpose and then 
He withdrew when that purpose was fulfilled. 

The truth of “Ye must be born again” is not peculiar to this age. 
It has ever been a necessity because of the incurable sinfulness of the 
Adamic nature. Nicodemus, being a student of the Old Testament 
Scriptures, should have known this (John 3:10). Now, there can be 
no new birth, of course, apart from the regenerating Spirit of God. 
This simple fact demonstrates that He was at work among men long 
before Pentecost. “Every one that doeth (practiceth) righteousness is 
born of Him” (1 John 2:29). 
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In pre-pentecostal times He came ON certain men. The cases of 
Bezaleel (Exodus 31:3; 35:31), Othniel (Judges 3:10), and Samson 
(Judges 13:25; 14:19), serve to illustrate this. Another example is 
found in the case of the pious priest, Azariah, upon whom the Spirit 
of God came (2 Chronicles 15:1). 

He sometimes came upon even unregenerate men, not producing 
in them any permanent moral change, but to fulfill certain sovereign 
designs, then He departed from them later. In this class we have Balaam 
(Numbers 24:2), King Saul (1 Samuel 11:6), and the wicked priest, 
Caiaphas (John 11:49-52). In view of 1 Samuel 10:6, 10, it would, 
perhaps, appear that Saul was really regenerated, but when it says, “he 
was turned into another man,” we believe that this does not indicate 
more than a change from an awkward country boy to a dignified and 
kingly leader of men. It is quite true that Saul prophesied among the 
prophets, and that by the Spirit’s power. But even this in itself is no 
guarantee of regeneration. (See Matthew 7:22, 23.) The sequel clearly 
proves that the son of Kish was not a child of God. 

Therefore, in view of the Spirit’s residence not being permanent, 
David’s prayer, “Take not Thy holy spirit from me” (Psalm 51:11), 
was in full accord with that dispensation, but would not be suitable 
for the lips of a backslidden believer today. 

DURING THIS AGE 

Our Lord indicated the difference between the Spirit’s relation to the 
children of God before and after Pentecost in the words of John 14:17, 
“He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” “He dwelleth,” present 
tense; “shall be” future tense. “With” or “on” indicates His Old 
Testament relation; “in,” the New Testament truth. 

“Think of the contrast,” wrote the late H. P. Barker, “between 
an old fashioned sailing vessel and a modern liner. A sailing vessel is 
dependent for its progress on a power coming on it from without . 
When the wind fills its sails progress is easy and rapid. The liner, on 
the other hand, is driven by a power within, a power which is not 
intermittent but constant. The wind may blow, the waves may run 


18 


mountains high, but all the time the liner ploughs her way onward, 
because the power that drives her is within.” 

In John 14 our Lord has been telling His own that He is about 
to leave them. They are disappointed, grieved, and apprehensive, but 
He dispels the clouds with the announcement, “I will pray the Father, 
and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you 
forever” (John 14:16, 17). Notice the word “Comforter.” Christ was 
about to leave the disciples, but the Spirit was about to come. The 
only delay was the exaltation of the Lord Jesus (John 7:39). Con¬ 
sequent upon that fact, He would come and remain with the saints 
permanently; He would abide with them forever. 

In the main His ministry is a threefold one: 

1. Christward 

“When the Comforter is come,” said Jesus, “whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me” (John 15:26). 
Again, “He shall glorify me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall 
show it unto you” (John 16:14). Just as the Son came to represent 
the Father, so the Spirit has come to glorify the Son. He ever 
bears testimony to the perfections of an all-sufficient Christ. 

2. Churchward 

Just as Abraham’s servant was sent by the father to woo and win 
a bride for the absent son (Isaac), and to escort that bride over 
the desert to the waiting bridegroom, so the Spirit’s chief work 
today is to gather out of all nations a “Rebekah” for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The student should read Genesis 24 for the full 
account. Read also of the Spirit’s ministry in regard to the Church 
in 1 Corinthians 12:13 and Ephesians 2:18-22. 

3. Worldward 

If the Holy Spirit is the Comforter of the saint, He is also the 
Convicter of the sinner. His chief business among the unconverted 
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is to press upon them their sinful and hopeless condition, and 
that their attitude of enmity toward Christ leads to certain ruin. 
Though all of this will be developed in a subsequent lesson, the 
student should even now carefully ponder John 16:7-11. 

IN THE MILLENNIUM 

At the beginning of the one thousand-year reign of Christ the Holy 
Spirit will be poured out on all flesh. The earth will then have been 
rid of all its rebels, and “Thy people also shall be all righteous” (Isaiah 
60:21). All being thus born again at the beginning of the Millennium 
(not at the close, however) and, therefore, entering the Kingdom of 
God, the Spirit will be poured out upon all flesh. At that time Joel 
2:28-32 will be completely fulfilled. Pentecost was an earnest or fore¬ 
taste of this. This universal effusion is commonly referred to by the 
Old Testament prophets. Two examples will suffice. 

In Isaiah 32:15-17 we read of that coming glorious day, “Until 
the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a 
fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest. Then 
judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in 
the fruitful field. And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and 
the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.” 

In Ezekiel 37:9-14 the prophet foresees the national resurrection 
of Israel. “Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great 
army. . . . And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened 
your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, 
And shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you 
in your own land: then shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, 
and performed it, saith the Lord.” 

Exam questions for lesson 3 will be found on pages 27-29. 
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Lesson Four 



Assignment for this lesson: Read Genesis 8:8-12; Psalm 110:3; 
45:7; Exodus 13:21 , 22; John 4:13 , 14; 3:8^7:37-39. 


In this lesson we shall consider some of the great similes, or pictures, 
of the Holy Spirit employed in both Testaments. The Old Testament 
contains foreshadowings, not only of the Person of Christ, but also the 
Person of the Spirit. Let us consider four of these: 

THE DOVE-THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT 

The third Person of the Trinity is clearly pictured by the clean and 
harmless dove (Matthew 10:16). The student will recall His descent 
in such a form upon our Lord at His baptism (Matthew 3:16). Like 
Noah’s dove of old, the Holy Spirit hovered over the waste and cor¬ 
ruption of a fallen humanity for approximately 4,000 years, from Adam 
to Christ, and found no rest; there was no individual among all the 
masses of men upon whom He could rest with an abiding complacency. 
But at long length the perfect Man, Christ Jesus, came forth at the age 
of 30 from the seclusion of His Nazareth home to enter upon His 
public ministry at the end of which lay the cross. The Father’s will 
was His delight, His meat and His drink; thus He was distinguished 
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from all others. Immediately the Father expressed His delight, and 
the Spirit “descended and remained on Him” (John 1:33). Thus He 
witnessed to the absolute perfection of Christ. 

THE DEW-THE REFRESHMENT OF THE SPIRIT 

“Thou hast the dew of thy youth” (Psalm 110:3). “My speech shall 
distill as the dew” (Deuteronomy 32:2). “The king’s favour is as dew 
upon the grass” (Proverbs 19:12). “As the dew of Hermon . . . that 
descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded 
the blessing, even life for evermore” (Psalm 133:3). 

These texts suggest the thought of vigor, freshness and blessing. 
Coming from above, noiselessly and invisibly, so the Spirit of God 
settles upon the waiting and yielded believer in a ministry of blessing 
and spiritual refreshment. This is essential to the health and vitality of 
the soul. 

It is noteworthy that the manna (a type of Christ as the Bread 
of God) did not fall on the earth, but on the dew (Numbers 11:9). Thus 
the hungry Israelite did not eat dirty or gritty food. Though on the 
earth, it was not defiled by the earth. Because of this the manna was 
fresh, pure, and palatable. This suggests feeding on Christ in the Spirit’s 
freshness and power (John 6:53, 54, 63). 

THE OIL—THE JOY OF THE SPIRIT 

While (olive) oil was commonly used for light (Exodus 27:20), 
medicine (Isaiah 1:6; Luke 10:34) and food (Exodus 29:2; Leviticus 
2), its ordinary usage in Bible times was connected with ritual and 
ceremony. 

Thus it was customary for prophets (1 Kings 19:16), priests 
(Exodus 40:15) and kings (1 Samuel 16:12, 13) to be publicly 
anointed, and consecrated to their office. Our Lord Jesus, we read, 
was anointed with the Holy Spirit at the time of His baptism, when, 
at the age of thirty, He stood on the threshold of His public ministry 
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(Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38). 

It is quite clear from these latter texts that oil is symbolic of the 
Holy Spirit. But in what particular aspect? Turning to Isaiah 61:3 we 
read of “the oil of joy.” In Psalm 45:7 (compare Hebrews 1:9) we 
read of “the oil of gladness”; and in Galatians 5:22 that “the fruit of 
the Spirit is . . . joy.” 

Linking together the two ideas it is clear that the Spirit’s anointing 
is the consecration of the individual with joy into the appointed 
position of service. 

This is both a once-for-all and also a repeated experience. At 
conversion it signifies the coming of the Spirit of God by whom we 
are consecrated and capacitated. Thus we are able to know all things 
spiritual, and to recognize the spurious (1 John 2:20, 26, 27). 

But we need to be anointed with fresh oil every day (Psalm 23:5; 
92:10) in order to maintain that constant joy of the Lord which is our 
strength. Like Asher of old, the Lord would have us be blessed with 
spiritual children, be acceptable to our brethren, and “dip our foot in 
oil” (Deuteronomy 33:24)! 

THE CLOUD—THE GUIDANCE OF THE SPIRIT 

Had we been living as nomads in the Desert of Sinai some fourteen or 
fifteen centuries before Christ we might have witnessed a most amazing 
sight. We might have come upon an immense company of strange 
people marching in orderly procession through that arid wilderness, 
and had we challenged them as to their destination, they would have 
informed us that they were bound for Canaan, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, which Jehovah, their God, had promised them. Had 
we asked as to what route they were following, and how long their 
journey would be, they would have confessed ignorance. However, 
they would hasten to assure us that they were not lost, and would call 
our attention to a great luminous cloud ahead of them. “That,” they 
would say, “is the Presence of our God. All we need to do is to keep 
our eye on Him and to follow where He leads. We don’t know the way, 
but we know the Guide! 
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The cloudy pillar (Exodus 13:21, 22; Numbers 9:15-23) typifies 
the Holy Spirit inasmuch as: It led them: “To lead them the way”; it 
illuminated them: “To give them light to go by day and night”; it never 
left them: “He took not away the pillar of cloud.” 

All this is deeply significant. The antitypes of these are clearly 
revealed in the New Testament. Let the student refer to: The Spirit’s 
Guidance (John 16:13; Romans 8:14; Galatians 5:18); the Spirit’s 
Illumination (John 16:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 2:10-12); the Spirit’s 
Abiding Presence (John 14:16; Ephesians 4:30). 

Let us now think of some symbols which occur in the New 
Testament, namely, the Well (or Spring), the Rivers, and the Wind. 


THE WELL 

Water is a familiar Bible figure. Sometimes it refers to the Word of 
God and sometimes to the Spirit of God. How may we distinguish? 
When the water is still , the Word is meant (compare the Laver); when 
running, the Spirit is symbolized. In some Old Testament passages this 
running water is described as “living” water. In John 3:5 we have the 
Word (see 1 Peter 1:23); in John 4:14, the Spirit. 

Our Lord is never called the water of life. Rather, He gives it. 
This is a symbolic description of the divine Spirit. “I will give unto 
Him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely” (Revela¬ 
tion 21:6). “Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17). Every true believer 
has been “made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13, A.S.V.). 

In Numbers 21 there is a story of healing by an uplifted serpent 
(v. 9), the journeying of healed Israel toward the sunrising (v. 11), 
refreshment from the spring , and the resultant song (v. 17). The 
springing well follows their salvation. So with us. The Savior on the 
cross works for us and the Spirit in our hearts produces joyful, 
worshipful service. 

The Holy Spirit is the power of the new life for fellowship with 
God. This new life we received when we were born again. Thus, every 
believer has a capacity for understanding and enjoying heavenly things. 
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But the Holy Spirit is the power of that new nature and bubbles up in 
living joy. It is not a stagnant well that is meant but, rather, a fountain 
of water that springs up in the believer, filling him with the very joy of 
God. No earthly satisfaction is to be compared with this. “The love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us” (Romans 5:5). 

THE RIVERS 

A river flowed in Adam’s Paradise even as there will be another in the 
coming Paradise of God. The former was literal; the latter is, we believe, 
symbolic of the Holy Spirit (Revelation 22:1). Out of Eden into the 
garden a single river flowed, irrigating it. But there it parted, and flowed 
onward in four directions. It flowed in as one river; it flowed out as 
four (Genesis 2:10). 

The Spirit is received by us when we come in our thirst to Jesus 
Christ and drink. This drinking is believing on Him. But as we continue 
to receive of His living fulness the Spirit flows out in vital Christian 
testimony through us. In this connection the student should carefully 
and prayerfully ponder John 7:37-39. This makes it clear that while 
Christ is the Reservoir of whom we drink, the Spirit of God is the Rivers 
by which we flow! In John 3 the water (Word) comes down; in chapter 
4 the water flows up; but in chapter 7 it flows out. In chapter 4:14 the 
thought seems to be that of worship, while in chapter 7 we have witness 
emphasized. Just as the waters gushed out of the rock that had been 
smitten and were consequent upon this smiting (Exodus 17:5, 6), so 
the Holy Spirit flowing to us and through us is the result of the death 
and resurrection of Christ. “And every thing shall live whither the river 
cometh” (Ezekiel.47:9; Isaiah 58:11). 

THE WIND 

There are at least three great passages that liken the Holy Spirit to 
wind and the student must look these up. They are John 3:8, Acts 2: 
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1-4 and Ezekiel 37:1-14. It is significant that in both the Hebrew and 
Greek languages the original words which are translated “spirit” may 
also be translated “wind,” the fundamental idea in both being that of 
viewless activity or invisible energy. 

Notice three things about the wind: It is heavenly. Scripture 
frequently speaks of “the winds of heaven.” So the Spirit of God is 
from above. It is invisible. The Holy Spirit is also invisible and “the 
world seeth Him not.” It is powerful. While the wind cannot be seen, 
its effects are constantly apparent. What a tremendous force, either for 
blessing or for judgment! And the mighty effects of the ministry of 
the Holy Ghost are seen wherever the Gospel of God is carried. He 
is invisibly active and sovereignly powerful. 

v 



When you are ready, complete Exam 2 by answering questions 
11-20 on pages 29-31. (You should have already answered ques¬ 
tions 1-10 as part of your study of lesson 3.) 

When you have answered all the questions in Exam 2, mail the 
exam for correction. 
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Lesson Five 


Oke Spirit ’d Work with Si 


tuners 


Assignment for this lesson: Read John 16:7-11; 3:5; Titus 3:5, 6; 
2 Thessalonians 2 :7 (R.V.). 


The Spirit’s ministry is chiefly toward believers; but He also exercises a 
mighty ministry directed toward the unbelieving world. In this capacity 
He reproves, regenerates, and restrains. 


HE REPROVES (John 16:7-11) 

Of sin —the word “reprove” here is a legal term, signifying “convict” or 
“expose.” It is the same word translated “reproved” in John 3:20, 
where it has the force of “exposed” or “discovered.” (See also 
Ephesians 5:11.) It is clear, then, from this passage that the Holy 
Spirit is come to earth, not to commend, patronize, or flatter men, but 
rather to bring home to their consciences a conviction of terrible sin. 
But what sin? Not of sins in general, such as violations of accepted 
moral standards, but of the great sinfulness of a certain attitude toward 
the Son of God. “Of sin, because they believe not on Me.” Here is the 
great damning sin. 

On coming down, it is as if the Spirit asked, “Where is Jesus?” 
The world replies, “He is not here.” “But He was here; where is He 
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now?” The world answers, “He died.” “But how did He die?” “We 
killed Him,” is the awful confession. Then, an unbridgeable gulf exists 
between God and the world! 

Of Righteousness —man acted unrighteously in nailing the Savior 
to the cross. God acted righteously in exalting Him to His throne. 
Henceforth righteousness is inseparably linked with the risen Christ, 
if guilty man is to receive righteousness from the God whose Son he 
condemned to the cross, it can only come by Divine grace through Him 
who sits in righteousness at the Father’s right hand. 

This demands a complete reversal of attitude, known as repent¬ 
ance. Such repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
issues in reconciliation. Enmity is replaced by love, and the believer 
becomes the righteousness of God in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Of Judgment —Notice that it does not read “judgment to come.” 
(Compare Acts 24:25.) It is a present condemnation. The world’s 
Prince (Satan) has been judged at the cross; hence, his whole empire 
is under divine condemnation. When Jesus died, Satan apparently 
triumphed, but when He arose again, the tables were completely 
reversed and his doom pronounced, a doom yet to be shared by his 
subjects who compose the world. 

HE REGENERATES (John 3:5) 

Repentant man is born again and receives new, divine, uncreated life 
by the Spirit of God and the Word of God. Many have mistakenly 
identified the water of John 3:5 with baptism. But the reference here 
is undoubtedly to Ezekiel 36:25, 26 which reads “Then will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and 1 will give you an heart of flesh.” 
Nicodemus was reproved for not knowing this truth (John 3:10). 

if baptism were meant in these two passages then all who submit 
to this simple rite would have new hearts and be morally clean from 
iniquity! Moreover, if our Lord in His reference to water in John 3 
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indicated baptism, then what is His meaning in John 4 when He stated 
that “the water that I shall give . . . shall be ... a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life?” (v. 14). Is this also baptism? 

But- what then did He mean by being born of water and the 
Spirit? And what did Ezekiel mean by clean water cleansing men from 
idolatry? Peter (1 Peter 1:22, 23), Paul (Ephesians 5:26) and James 
(James 1:18) all explain clearly that this is a divine symbol of the Word 
of God. The Spirit of God is the agent and the Word of God is the 
instrument He uses. When the sinner responds in faith to the testimony 
of the Word concerning the Lord Jesus the result is supernatural 
regeneration, or the new birth. A beautiful Old Testament illustration 
of this is seen in Genesis 1:2, 3 where we have the Holy Spirit and the 
Word of God acting together resulting in order from chaos, and light 
from darkness. 

HE RESTRAINS (2 Thessalonians 2:7, A.S.V.) 

The student will readily see that the old word “letteth” here has the 
force of “restraineth,” and it seems clear that this is a cryptic reference 
to the present influence of the Holy Spirit in the Church. There can be 
no releasing of the flood tide of lawlessness which will consummate in 
the rise of the Antichrist, the Devil’s masterpiece, until the rapture of 
the Church. The dreadful Apocalyptic judgments of Revelation 6-19 
will not be visited upon men until God’s present work of gathering out 
of the nations a people for His name is completed. For the Church, 
which is Christ’s body, is not the subject of divine wrath but of divine 
grace. It is true that the Church experiences tribulation in the world, 
but this is educative and disciplinary. The Great Tribulation is penal, 
i.e., it will be a period when the divine wrath is poured out upon this 
guilty world without mixture (Revelation 7:14). Hence the Church 
will have no place in it. 

The presence of Lot in Sodom was the great hindrance to the 
outpouring of divine judgment. The angel expressly said, “I cannot do 
anything till thou be come thither” (Genesis 19:22). Though terribly 
backslidden. Lot was, nevertheless, a regenerated person (2 Peter 2:6-8), 
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and, hence, until he was out of Sodom, not one particle of fire and 
brimstone could tall. The presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church 
hinders the full development of apostasy and of Satan’s program for 
the world. When Christ returns for His Church this hindrance will be 
removed, and the time of unparalleled trouble will be rapidly con¬ 
summated. 


When you have mastered this lesson, take the first part of Exam 3 
(covering lesson 5), questions 1-10 on pages 43-44 (right after 
lesson 6). Remember, you will not turn this exam in for correction 
until after you have done lesson 6. 
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Lesson Six 


^dnointed and Sealed by the Spirit 


Assignment for this lesson: Read 2 Corinthians 1:21 , 22; Ephesians 
1:13 , 14; 4:30. 


We now turn to the great ministries of the Spirit of God to believers. 
In this lesson we shall consider: (1) the Anointing and (2) the Sealing. 

THE ANOINTING 

We have already considered this subject somewhat so it will be 
necessary here to look at it only briefly. 

It is clear from 2 Corinthians 1:21 that this anointing of the Spirit 
of God applies to every believer, and not to only a few who have 
attained to a certain spiritual position. It is the portion of each true 
believer. If spiritual maturity were its price, then it certainly could 
not have been the portion of the carnal Corinthians! This fact is 
emphasized, moreover, by referring to 1 John 2:20, 27, where we learn 
that even God’s “little children” (new converts) enjoy it (v. 18). (The 
word “unction,” v. 20, and “anointing,” v. 27, are different English 
words of exactly the same Greek word.) 

In 1 John 2:18-29 we confront a great peril in antichristian 
teachers and teachings, a great prospect in the return of the Lord, and 
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a great provision in the presence of the anointing Spirit of God. This 
anointing enables us to “know all things” (v. 20), and because it 
“abideth,” we “need not that any man teach” us (v. 27). But in what 
sense is this true? Does it mean that we need not read, study, or heed 
our instructors? Certainly not! Otherwise we would soon become 
proud and indolent, and the God-given evangelist, pastor or teacher 
would be superfluous. 

Then what does it mean? It obviously refers to the believer’s 
sense of discernment. The Holy Spirit within provides “the little 
children” with a discerning heart and mind which enable him to 
recognize the spurious from the genuine. Jesus said of His true sheep, 
“A stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they 
know not the voice of strangers” (John 10:5). We might add, however, 
that this calls for a dependent and teachable attitude on our part. It is 
possible to put away faith and a good conscience and thus to make 
shipwreck (1 Timothy 1:19). Moreover, the young believer is said to 
“know all things” (1 John 2:20). This refers to his capacity for all the 
truth of God. If I say, “I can see everything,” I do not mean, of course, 
that every object on earth is now within the range of my vision, but 
rather that I have ability to see such if and when they do come into 
range. And it is for this latter purpose that the same Spirit gives 
instruction through His own gifted teachers (1 Corinthians 12:7, 8, 28; 
Ephesians 4:11, 12). 


THE SEALING 

Each student should read carefully the three great New Testament 
passages on this phase of our subject. They are found in 2 Corinthians 
1:22; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 4:30. These verses suggest three beautiful 
truths. The seal signifies— 

1. Security 

“A farmer goes to market and buys some sheep. ‘Now,’ says he, 
‘I will brand them with the initial letter of my name, so that if 
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any should stray, I shall be able to recognize them as mine.’ 
Having paid the price, he proceeds to mark them. The branding 
does not make them his; the purchase money did that. He marks 
them because they are his . 

“Or again, I go to a shop and buy some shirts. When I get 
home I take my bottle of marking ink and mark them in the 
corner with my name. Why do I do this? Not to make the shirts 
mine. The price that I paid for them made them my property. 
I mark them because I want them to be known as mine , whether 
in the laundry or wherever they may be found. 

“With the believer it is the same. Bought with the precious 
blood of Christ, he now belongs to Him. And because of this, God 
seals him by giving him the Holy Spirit to dwell within him. We are 
thus ‘sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise’ (Ephesians 1:13). 

“The leading idea in Scripture with sealing is that of security. 
A thing was sealed to make it secure for its owner. A good 
illustration of this is found in the incident recorded in the closing 
verses of Matthew 27. The chief priests and Pharisees came to the 
Roman Governor after the Lord had been crucified and buried, 
saying, ‘Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while He was 
yet alive, “After three days I will rise again.” Command therefore 
that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His 
disciples come by night, and steal Him away, and say unto the 
people, “He is risen from the dead.” ’ Mark the Governor’s reply. 
It looks as if he were tired of those crafty men, and would not go 
further out of his way to oblige them. ‘Ye have a watch,’ he 
says, ‘go your way, make it as sure as ye can/ 

“Observe how they did this. Their object was to make the sep¬ 
ulchre absolutely sure, lest it should be despoiled of its contents, 
‘So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch’ (Matthew 27:66). By these two things they sought 
to make the sepulchre sure, as sure as they could: (1) by sealing it; 
(2) by setting a watch. And in similar ways God has made us as 
sure as He can: (1) by sealing us with the Holy Spirit, and (2) by 
setting a watch over us, for ‘He withdraweth not His eyes from 
the righteous’ (Job 36:7). He watches over us by day and night. 
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“Was the sepulchre made sure by those priests and Pharisees? 
No, for a greater power than theirs broke their seal, overpowered 
the watchers, and robbed the tomb of its contents. Can any such 
thing happen to those whom God has sealed with the Holy Spirit? 
Thank God, no; there is no power in the universe that can break 
His seal or imperil those whom He has placed in safety. He has 
made us as sure as He can! Our security is absolute”. (H. P. Barker). 

The thought of security is reinforced by Darius’ sealing of 
the den which imprisoned Daniel (Daniel 6:17) and the letter of 
Ahasuerus, sealed with his own ring, the contents of which were 
thus rendered unalterable (Esther 8:8). Another illustration occurs 
in the first three verses of Revelation 7. The 144,000 shall be thus 
secured against the devastations of the coming Great Tribulation. 
The Holy Spirit’s sealing of the Christian guarantees his eternal 
security! 

2. Ownership 

One side of the seal of God’s sure foundation reads, “The Lord 
knoweth them that are his” (2 Timothy 2:19). He knows that we 
are His, but He wants men to also know it. The Seal—the blessed 
Spirit Himself—should be so manifest in our lives that none will 
have difficulty in seeing that we belong to Another. 

There is a beautiful illustration of this in the 32nd chapter 
of Jeremiah. The imprisoned prophet was divinely instructed to 
purchase a certain parcel of real estate from his cousin who would 
offer it for sale. In due course the kinsman arrived and made the 
offer. Jeremiah accordingly weighed him the silver and “subscribed 
the evidence” in the presence of certain witnesses. Evidently the 
deed was of a double nature, “that which was sealed,” and “that 
which was open.” These were to be retained by Baruch, a friend, 
in an earthen vessel many days. Accompanying the transaction 
came the prophetic word, “For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed 
again in this land.” 

The seal looked both backward and forward. It looked 
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backward to the payment of a price. It looked forward to the 
redemption from the Seventy Year’s Captivity. In the meantime 
that sealed deed proclaimed to all that this was private property. 
When Jeremiah bought that real estate it appeared to be of very 
little value, for the Babylonian armies were about to invade the 
land and decimate its population. His purchase seemed to be 
extremely unwise in view of the immediate circumstances. But he 
took the long range view, and believed the Word of Jehovah 
regarding the future restoration. The property now of little worth 
would then be of great value. And the sealed evidence would make 
it abundantly clear that he was its legal owner. Its value in that 
day would be great indeed. 

The Holy Spirit is the great Seal of God. He has come to us 
only because we have been bought with a price—the precious 
blood of Christ (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). This is the backward 
look. But He is the Earnest of our inheritance (Ephesians 1:14), 
and the evidence that we shall be claimed as the purchased 
property of Christ in the day of coming glory. This is the forward 
look . We are His, He owns us. The Seal, therefore, indicates both 
a Possessor and a Possession. 

3. Secrecy 

We seal a letter or document for two reasons, for security and for 
secrecy. We don’t want the eyes of the curious peering into our 
private letters! Hence this retains the contents as secret. In war¬ 
time certain freight may be closely secured, or certain documents 
described as “sealed orders.” Sometimes during course of trans¬ 
portation from one country to another certain articles are put 
“in bond,” and are regarded as bonded cargo. Their contents will 
be manifested at their destination. 

The seven-sealed book of Revelation 5 contained secret 
information. The same thought is true of the utterances of the 
seven thunders of Revelation 10:4. Moreover, Daniel’s prophecies 
were to be sealed secrets until the end times. The Lord’s people 
are His “hidden ones.” But the day will soon arrive when the 
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world will be amazed at the disclosure of the sons of God. No 
secrecy then! “BEHOLD, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: 
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” 
(1 John 3:1-3). 



When you are ready, complete Exam 3 by answering questions 
11-20 on pages 45-47. (You should have already answered ques¬ 
tions 1-10 as part of your study of lesson 5.) 

When you have answered all the questions in Exam 3, mail the 
exam for correction. 
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Lesson Seven 


^Jlie Earnest an d 'IdJtfneM the Spirit 


Assignment for this lesson: Read 2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5; Ephe¬ 
sians 1:14; Hebrews 10:15; Romans 8:16; 1 John 5:10. 


In our last lesson we considered the Anointing and the Sealing. In this 
one we shall dwell on the Earnest and the Witness. 


THE EARNEST 

Just as there are three New Testament passages which deal with the 
Sealing, so there are only three which refer to the Earnest of the Spirit. 
Let the student ponder these again (2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5; Ephesians 
1:14). 

You will notice that in two of these texts the sealing is closely 
linked with the earnest, the latter being linked with the believer's 
inheritance. The seal is the first thing that the Christian receives; the 
inheritance the last (1 Peter 1:4). It is the Spirit who links these two 
together. 

What is meant by “the earnest of the Spirit?" According to W. E. 
Vine, the word “arrabon" (“earnest") meant “originally, earnest-money 
deposited by the purchaser and forfeited if the purchase was not com¬ 
pleted. ... In general usage it came to denote a pledge or earnest of 
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any sort; in the New Testament it is used only of that which is assured 
by God to believers. ... In modern Greek ‘arrabona’ is an engagement 
ring.” 

An engagement ring is both a guarantee of a contract and a fore¬ 
taste of coming possessions. As it is to the lover, so the Lover of our 
souls has given us a token as a pledge of a coming bridal day. 

Abraham’s servant gave Rebekah, the espoused bride of Isaac, 
jewels and raiment (Genesis 24:53). The exalted Joseph sent wagon 
loads of the good things of Egypt to his father, Jacob (Genesis 45:21- 
28). Israel’s spies returned to Kadesh-Barnea bearing the grapes of 
Eshcol and other fruits of Canaan (Numbers 13:24, 27). 

The jewels and raiment given to Rebekah were the earnest of 
what she would receive when she became Isaac’s wife; Joseph’s wagons 
were to old Jacob the earnest of what he would receive when he 
reached Joseph in Egypt; the grapes of Eshcol and the other fruits 
were the earnest of what the Israelites would enjoy when, and if, they 
obeyed the command of God and entered Canaan under His standard. 
‘The earnest, though less in measure, is not different in character from 
that of which it is the foretaste” (Hoste). 

The following words from the able pen of the late H. P. Barker 
will be helpful. “It is important that we should lay hold of the great 
truth that the thought of the Earnest is not merely that present assur¬ 
ance as to our glorious future is given us through the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit, but a positive foretaste of what awaits us. 

“I remember hearing, when quite a youth, an address on this 
subject by the late George Cutting. His well thought out illustrations 
always threw a flood of light on the matter of which he was treating, 
and possessed a positively evidential value. 

“He pictured a farmer buying some sheep at a market, and 
entrusting them to his man to take them safely home. 

“ Turn them into the enclosure by the barn, John’ he said. ‘And 
cut a few armfuls of that sweet clover from the field behind the house, 
and put them into the enclosure for the sheep to feed on this evening. 
Tomorrow, we will turn them out into the field itself.’ 

“Does not this exactly describe the situation? We are the sheep 
that have been purchased and entrusted to the care of the Holy Spirit 
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to be conducted home. In the glorious by-and-by for which we wait, 
we are going to be turned into a wonderful field of clover, so to speak. 
Meanwhile, the Holy Spirit, as the Earnest of the inheritance, gives us 
tastes of that sweet clover. He brings armfuls of it for our present 
enjoyment.” 


THE WITNESS 

A great many believers are in confusion over this phase of the subject. 
Now, in order to gain a clear understanding of God’s mind on this, it is 
urged that the student read carefully and prayerfully not only Hebrews 
10:15-18, Romans 8:16, but also 1 John 5:6-12 in the Revised Version. 

The student will note three important prepositions in connection 
with the witness of the Comforter. He witnesses TO us, WITH us, and 
IN us. Let us study these three carefully. 

1. To Us 

“By one offering He (Christ) hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified, whereof the Holy Ghost is a witness to us: for after 
He hath said, this is the covenant, . . . then saith He, Their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember no more” (Hebrews 10:14-17, 
R.V.). 

Think of the Holy Spirit being a Witness! Here is One greater 
than Gabriel, greater than all the angels put together, One whose 
word is as far above theirs as the Creator is above the creature, if 
He bears witness, then we may receive it without reserve. But just 
what does He testify? 

“When the Epistle to the Hebrews was written the Great 
Sacrifice had been offered. Precious atoning blood had been shed, 
whose efficacy remains in undiminished force. Shall no richer 
results flow from this than had flowed from Jewish sacrifices? 
Shall uneasiness and uncertainty and a burdened conscience be 
the portion of those who are under the shelter of the blood of 
Christ? Impossible! ‘By one offering He hath perfected forever 
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them that are sanctified, whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness 
to us’ (Hebrews 10:14, 15). Perfected for ever! The question of 
sins never to be raised again, settled, set at rest for evermore. Such 
is the testimony this chapter bears. 

“Then follows the distinct and confirmatory witness of the 
Holy Ghost, a witness borne in words of marvelous plainness. It is 
drawn from Jeremiah 31:33, 34, and is quoted more particularly 
for the sake of its concluding words. What are those words? What 
is the witness which this Divine Witness bears? This is it, THEIR 
SINS AND INIQUITIES WILL I REMEMBER NO MORE/ Did 
ever witness in earthly courts bear clearer, brighter testimony than 
that?” (H. P. Barker). 

With Us 

“The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirits, that we are 
the children of God” (Romans 8:16). 

“Those who are forgiven are also His children, being born of 
Him. Having faith in Christ, they are owned too as sons. In the 
great charter of the believer’s privileges, the fact of his sonship is 
plainly written down. Is he not to know it? Assuredly he is, and 
to know it in power too. 

“The believer, knowing that he is a child of God, finds the 
feelings and affections of his new nature go out towards God his 
Father. But not only does his own renewed spirit thus bear witness 
that he is a child, but the indwelling Holy Spirit also witnesses 
with his spirit that he is indeed a child of God. Up to this point in 
Romans the believer has been viewed in no such relationship. 
Saint and servant he has been said to be, but there has been no 
reference to his being a child. He is now plainly declared to be 
one, and the Spirit he has received enables him to cry, Abba. 
Such is the witness of the Spirit in Romans 8:16. 

“However much the Spirit may be grieved, and have to 
occupy the believer with his ways, so as to lead him to confession 
and self-judgment, when he has failed, and got out of communion 
with God, He never leads him to doubt either his forgiveness or 
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his relationship with God as His child. Would the Spirit ever lead 
us to doubt the value of the blood of Christ, to discredit the 
witness He Himself has given, or to question that relationship of 
which He Himself is proof? Never!” (H. P. Barker). 

3. In Us 

“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the Witness in himself” 
(1 John 5:10). 

“It is not here the Holy Spirit witnessing to us that our sins 
and iniquities shall be remembered no more, nor is it the Spirit 
witnessing with our spirit that we are the children of God. The 
witness here is to the immense truth that God has given unto us 
eternal life , and that this life is in His Son. 

“ ‘There are three that bear witness on earth, the Spirit, and 
the water, and the blood’—three witnesses, but one testimony. 
These three witness on God’s behalf that eternal life is ours. 

“ ‘He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself.’ What does this mean? Why, that the Holy Spirit Himself 
dwells in the body of the believer. ‘What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you?' (1 Corin¬ 
thians 6:19). The believer, being born again and cleansed by the 
precious blood of Christ, is sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise: and the Spirit thus given is the witness to him that 
eternal life is his as well as the earnest of what he shall inherit in 
that day of coming glory (Ephesians 1:14)” (H. P. Barker). 

However, in connection with the passage 1 John 5 it should 
be noted that in our Authorized Version there are three English 
words that are the translation of one word in the original Greek. 
These three English words are “witness,” “record,” and “testify.” 
The true meaning is made more clear when the reader employs 
the one word “witness” in each case, as in the Revised Version. 
The witness may refer to the Holy Spirit’s Person and also to that 
to which He bears witness. In other words, the Spirit IS a witness 
and HAS a witness. He conveys God’s testimony that the believer 
possesses eternal life. He dwells within our hearts (v. 10) and 
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assures us that because Christ is ours, therefore, eternal life is 
ours, and all because of the Savior’s work upon the cross. 


When you have mastered this lesson, take the first part of Exam 4 
(covering lesson 7), questions 1-10 on pages 61-62 (right after 
lesson 8). Remember, you will not turn this exam in for correction 
until after you have done lesson 8. 
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Lesson Eight 


P 


rayer 


an 



Assignment for this lesson: Read Ephesians 2:18; 6:18; Romans 
8:26 , 27; Philippians 3:3 (R.V.); Jude 20. 


In this lesson we come to two more important phases of the Spirit’s 
ministry with believers, Prayer and Worship. We shall consider them 
in this order. 

PRAYER 

Both Paul and Jude exhort us to “pray in the Holy Ghost.” What does 
this expression mean? 

1. Negative 

We shall consider first what it does not mean. It cannot be offered 
by the unsaved man (John 14:17). (It should be noted, however, 
that God’s mercy is almost limitless, and the Bible affords 
examples of His hearing the cries of those who are not His 
children; the case of Hagar in the wilderness, and the heathen 
mariners in the book of Jonah illustrate this.) Moreover it is not 
a mere “saying prayers” (Matthew 6:7). 
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Positive 

'‘Through Him (Christ) we both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father” (Ephesians 2:18). In this great statement we have each of 
the three persons of the Godhead. The word “both” refers to 
regenerate Jew and Gentile, of course, who, through the Son, have 
access to God the Father. But why is the Spirit brought in? The 
answer lies in the meaning of the word “access,” which denotes 
“freedom to enter through the assistance or favor of another” 
(Vine). Not only is the door wide open, but we are conducted 
through it by the Spirit. 

“It is Christ who, by the shedding of His blood, has made 
access to the Father possible. It is the Holy Spirit who leads us 
to avail ourselves of this possibility. Christ has thrown the door 
wide open; the Holy Spirit takes us by the hand, as it were, and 
conducts us through it. 

“Let us pull ourselves up sometimes with a little wholesome 
self-examination. We need not ask ourselves how often we have 
thanked God that the door is open, and that nothing remains to 
bar us from His presence. But let us ask ourselves: How long do I 
spend each day in the place to which that open door leads? How 
often do I use the open door? What do I know of the vast 
treasures of love and of knowledge on the other side of it? 

“Queen Esther dared not enter the presence of her own 
husband. When at last she bravely decided to do so, she realized 
that she carried her life in her hand, ‘if I perish, I perish!’ she said. 
We have no such fear in drawing nigh to God, for He is our Father. 
And by the Holy Spirit who indwells us we are able to enjoy His 
love, and become conversant with all that He has revealed of His 
thoughts” (H. P. Barker). 

Let us ponder three great passages relating to the Spirit and 
our praying: “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for 
we know not what to pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints 
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according to the Will of God” (Romans 8:26, 27). In this famous 
chapter the believer is said to have two great Intercessors serving 
in his behalf: Christ in heaven (v. 34) and the Spirit of God on 
earth (v. 27). 

From George Goodman we quote the following: “There is 
perhaps no exercise in which we need the grace of the Spirit more 
than in our prayer life. We are told plainly in our text, ‘We know 
not what to pray for as we ought.' 

“And not only is there ignorance as to the matter of prayer, 
but weakness in the practice of prayer, which can only be over¬ 
come by the aid of the Spirit giving us ‘all perseverance’ and 
importunity. 

“The aid of the Spirit is given to us, in Himself making 
intercession. Tor us,’ though not in the original, is correctly 
supplied so long as we remember that the intercession is ‘in us,’ 
and not as the intercession of Christ, ‘for us’ at the right hand of 
God. 

“The Spirit’s intercession is both in us, with us, and for us. 
The unutterable groanings are ours, but produced by His work in 
us. 

“He worketh in us to will (that is, to desire), and to do (that 
is, enable), the good pleasure of God (Philippians 2:13), and these 
desires created in us by the Spirit are often inexpressible except by 
longings, sighs, and tears, they are inexpressible pangs and yearn¬ 
ings” (Goodman—“The Spirit-Led Life,” pp. 165, 166). 

In the previous passage we have the assurance of the Spirit’s 
support. In Jude 20 we have that which provides us with stability. 
“But ye, beloved,... praying in the Holy Spirit... .” Jude provides 
a prophetic outline of the doctrinal chaos and the resultant law¬ 
lessness which marks the closing hours of this age. But in the midst 
of all this, the Christian must stand firm, “building,” “praying,” 
“keeping,” and “looking.” To pray in the Spirit demands a walk in 
the Spirit, the life being controlled by the principles of the Word. 
Moreover, all known unrighteousness must be judged and put 
away, and the believer be in a state of conscious fellowship with 
the Father and the Son. No carnal Christian can pray effectively 
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in the Spirit’s energy. A beautiful example of this is recorded in 
Genesis 18:23-33. Abraham had been often criticized for stopping 
at the ten righteous (w. 32, 33), but we are inclined to think that 
his soul was in such delicate and intimate touch with the Lord that 
he discerned the thought of God in thus concluding when he did. 

Our third and final verse is Ephesians 6:18, ‘‘Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching there¬ 
unto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” 

The context has to do with our conflict—warfare with unseen 
spiritual enemies that would trip us, enfeeble us, terrify us. What 
are our resources? The sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, and 
all-prayer! The third Person is the real producer of both . 

In conclusion, then, we might define prayer in the Holy 
Ghost as an earnest entreaty to God as Father, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, according to His will, offered by one upon whose 
conscience there rests no unconfessed sin. This prayer will be 
really that of the Spirit Himself. 

WORSHIP 

“We worship by the Spirit of God” (Philippians 3:3, R.V.). Let us 

consider the Meaning, the Place and the Power of Worship. 

1. The Meaning 

Worship may be defined as the overflow of the heart in appre¬ 
ciation of what God is in Christ. It transcends both thanksgiving 
and praise. Its first occurrence in Scripture is Genesis 22:5, where 
we see an only son about to be offered entirely to God. When 
Abraham said, “I and the lad will go yonder and worship,” he 
well knew that this involved the sacrificing of the dearest object 
of his heart. He was about to give back to Jehovah what He had 
already given him. 

True worship, therefore, is the presentation to God of Christ, 
confessing that we, too, have found our fullest joy in Him. 
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2. The Place 


Israel’s worship was in a literal building on earth, and the sacrifices 
were material. The Christian’s place of worship is “within the 
veil,” in the immediate presence of God, and not on earth at all. 
(Read carefully Hebrews 10:19-22.) Our priestly sacrifices are 
both material and spiritual (Romans 12:1; Hebrews 13:15, 16). 

3. The Power 

Worship is not the product of religious “atmosphere” such as 
ornate ritual, semi-darkened buildings, soft music, etc. It is the 
fragrant incense of adoration which is the exclusive work of the 
Holy Spirit, who ever delights to turn our thoughts away from self 
to a contemplation of the glories of God and of Christ. 


When you are ready, complete Exam 4 by answering questions 
11-20 on pages 63-64. (You should have already answered ques¬ 
tions 1-10 as part of your study of lesson 7.) 

When you have answered all the questions in Exam 4, mail the 
exam for correction. 
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Lesson Nine 


fflhe d3aptidm an cl f^illinff ojl the Spirit 




Assignment for this lesson: Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephe¬ 
sians 5:18 . 



In this lesson we shall consider the Spirit's baptism and filling, two 
phases of His work concerning which much confusion seems to exist. 
In certain quarters a tremendous emphasis is placed upon the believer's 
need for tarrying for the baptism of the Holy Ghost. This post¬ 
conversion experience is necessary, we are told, for spiritual power 
and the more abundant life: moreover, it is always accompanied by 
the speaking in tongues, we are also told, as an indispensable sign. 


THE BAPTISM 


The New Testament contains only seven references to this experience 
(Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:15, 16 
and 1 Corinthians 12:13). 

The student should carefully ponder each one, and then ask 
himself these questions, “Do these passages indicate that the Spirit’s 
baptism is a repeated or an historic act? Is it individual or collective? 
Is it something to be sought after or does it apply to all believers 
because they belong to Christ? Does it issue in signs and special power 
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or is it a fixed spiritual reality into which each Christian has been 
brought?” 

The answers to these questions are found in an examination of 
each of the above-mentioned texts. 

In the first (Matthew 3:11) we hear John the Baptist saying, “I 
indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.” Mark 1:8; Luke 
3:16 and John 1:33 are really parallel passages. In Acts 1:5 we have 
the Lord Himself predicting that the disciples would be baptized with 
the Spirit “not many days hence.” 

“These passages from the Gospels and the Acts cover a period of 
some three years and a half. During the whole of this time the promise 
remained unfulfilled. The Baptism was still future. Yet during this 
period the servants of Christ achieved some very remarkable results. 
They preached the Gospel and healed the sick everywhere they went 
(Luke 9:6). They cast out demons (Mark 6:13) and found them forced 
to subjection (Luke 10:17). All this, observe, was without any Baptism 
of the Spirit. On one occasion they failed. On their inquiring as to the 
reason, the Lord did not bid them seek a 'Baptism of the Spirit,’ but 
informed them that the particular kind of demon that they had failed 
to cast out could only be dealt with by prayer and fasting. 

“The Baptism of the Spirit, therefore, was not necessary for the 
accomplishment of these wonders, nor for the effectual preaching of 
the Gospel, while the Lord was on earth. It came to pass at a definite 
time, after He had gone back to heaven. If we keep this in mind, we 
shall not be carried away with phrases of Scripture torn from their 
contexts, nor by doctrines that are based upon a misunderstanding of 
what the Baptism of the Spirit really was. 

“There is one passage which deals with the subject of the Baptism 
by (or in) the Spirit in what we may call a doctrinal way: 1 Corinthians 
12:13. Tor by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit.’ 

“The reading in the Revised Version, ‘were we all baptized,’ is 
preferable to that of the Authorized Version, in that the Baptism of 
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the Spirit is not a state or condition, but a definite historic event that 
had taken place. 

“Let three things be particularly noticed in this verse. 

“1. How many of the Corinthian believers had been baptized with 
the Spirit? ALL. This is distinctly affirmed. 

“Some of these believers were quarrelsome and sectarian in spirit 
(1:11, 12); they were carnal, and walked ‘as men’ (3:3); some were 
going to law with their brethren before unbelievers (6:6); some were 
even turning the Lord’s Supper into an orgy of eating and drinking 
(11:21, 22). They were far from being exemplary Christians. Again 
and again the apostle rebukes them for their fleshly ways. Yet, since 
they had truly believed in Christ (Acts 18:8), they were children of 
God, washed, sanctified and justified (6:11). As such, they had shared 
in the baptism of the Spirit; yes, all of them. 

“2. With what object were the Corinthian believers baptized with 
the Spirit? Not specially to empower them for testimony. At least, this 
was not the primary object. Nor was it that they might speak with 
tongues or enjoy any exalted experience. It was that they might be 
united in one body, one living organism. The great object of the 
baptism of the Spirit was the formation of the body of Christ. Believers 
thereby ceased to be a mere group of individuals brought together by a 
bond of common interest. By being baptized with the Spirit they were 
welded into one. 

“The human body is used as a figure of the body of Christ, 
whether in a local sense as in 1 Corinthians 12, or in its wider sense. 
Now the human body is not an organization, it is an organism , with the 
same life in every part of it, and governed by the head. 

“No individual is ever said to be baptized with the Spirit. And no 
individual is ever bidden to seek it. It is a corporate and collective 
thing. This cannot be emphasized too strongly. 

“3. When were the Corinthian believers baptized with the Spirit? 
At no time within their own spiritual experience! 

“Let me ask the student’s most careful attention to this point. 
Unless it be understood, he will never seize the real significance of the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit. By way of illustration read 1 Corinthians 
10:1, 2, All our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through 
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the sea, and were all baptized unto Moses/ Well, we read of some of 
the ‘fathers’ in Acts 28:25. They lived some hundreds of years after 
the crossing of the Red Sea, yet it is said, ‘All our fathers were under 
the cloud, and all passed through the sea.’ Again, Jehovah says to His 
erring people in Amos 2:10, ‘I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and led you forty years through the wilderness.’ As a matter of fact 
the people thus addressed had never been in Egypt or the wilderness. 
They lived hundreds of years after the Exodus. Yet they are said to 
have shared in that wonderful deliverance. 

“In like manner, the Corinthian believers had not been actually 
present on the occasion of the great historic Baptism of the Spirit. But 
just as the ‘fathers’ of Isaiah’s day, and the Israelites addressed by Amos 
were spoken of as having been the subjects of the great deliverance 
from Egypt, in that by their birth as Israelites they had become a part 
of the people thus favored by God, so the Christians at Corinth are 
spoken of as having been baptized by the Spirit in that they, being 
indwelt by the Spirit of God through their reception of the Gospel, 
had become a part of the wonderful organism, the Body of Christ. 

“Personally and literally neither the Corinthian Christians (nor 
any who have lived subsequently) were baptized with the Spirit, any 
more than those referred to in Amos 2:10 were personally and literally 
brought up from Egypt. But each one, as he received the Gospel, was 
sealed with the Spirit of God, thus becoming an integral part of that 
company which was formed by the Baptism of the Spirit into one 

“We now come to the third group of passages that relate to the 
Baptism of the Spirit—the historical, or narrative, Scriptures that 
describe, or refer to, the actual event. 

“Acts 2 is the chapter that gives us in detail the account of how 
the Lord’s promise that the disciples should ‘be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence,’ (Acts 1:5), was fulfilled. The actual 
words ‘baptism’ and ‘baptize’ are not used in this chapter with reference 
to this great event, but that it was the promised baptism is abundantly 
clear from Acts 1:5; 11:15, 16. 

“It is spoken of as a pouring forth of the Spirit (Acts 2:33, R.V.). 
And a later pouring out of the Spirit (Acts 10:45) is said to have been 
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made after the same manner as the way He was given at Pentecost, 
‘as on us at the beginning’ (Acts 11:15). 

“Again, we notice, as in 1 Corinthians 12, the word all. The 
hundred and twenty disciples, men and women, were all with one 
accord in one place. Suddenly the Spirit was ‘poured forth’ and filled 
them all (verse 4). The baptism included every one present, and the 
result was, that the Body of Christ was formed. The hundred and 
twenty became members of a living organism, united to their Head in 
heaven in this wonderful way. 

“There were other results. A sound was heard as of a rushing 
mighty wind; cloven tongues, like as of a fire, sat on each disciple. 
Previously God had made His angels winds (Hebrews 1:7, R.V.) and a 
flame of fire. If God desired to make some great wind blow in the souls 
of men, or some fire of zeal and enthusiasm to burn and glow, He 
brought it to pass by the service of His angels. But that was superseded 
at Pentecost by the gift of the Spirit” (H. P. Barker). 

I think it is Dr. D. G, Barnhouse who used the following illustra¬ 
tion. The U. S. Constitution was drawn up in Philadelphia in 1787. 
Since that time every child born into the United States automatically 
becomes subject to and a sharer in the provisions of that Constitution. 
A new one is not formulated every time an American baby is born! 
Rather, such a child becomes an heir immediately to the benefits of 
that historic document. However, as he grows into maturity he is 
expected to obey and enjoy them. 

The believer is never exhorted to be baptized with the Spirit, but 
he is commanded to be filled. 


THE FILLING 

“Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but be filled with the 
Spirit.” Here is a definite exhortation. While every Christian is made a 
partaker of the baptism, every Christian is certainly not enjoying the 
divine infilling. The former is a permanent realization; the latter, a 
variable experience depending on our walk, etc. The former is once for 
all; the latter may be often repeated. 
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‘in treating of this subject we must remember that no vessel can 
be filled with one thing without being emptied of another. In order to 
be filled with the Spirit one must be prepared to part with all contrary 
things that have a place in one’s heart and mind. Things which hinder 
communion will have to be given up if one is to be thus filled. 

“We should seek to be filled with the Spirit. But let us be clear 
that God does not fill us with His Spirit from the outside, but from 
the inside. 

“A visitor to your house does not fill it. He is confined to that 
part of the house to which you have introduced him. If, however, you 
put your whole house at his disposal, and give him the key of every 
room and cupboard, he then fills the establishment. It is not that he 
comes in from outside. He is already there, but now he is, by your act 
of surrender, in complete control. 

“Even so it is with the Holy Spirit. We often confine Him to 
certain parts of our experience and life. But He desires to be in full 
control, to possess us entirely on behalf of Christ. When we gladly 
yield to His control the whole establishment of our being, He is then 
in undisputed charge, and in this sense fills us. How simple, and how 
reasonable, the truth is. f,, (H. P. Barker). 

Throughout the Acts we find various disciples being filled again 
and again. The Apostles that are filled at Pentecost (Acts 2:4) are 
shortly afterwards refilled (Acts 4:31). Usually great and often spec¬ 
tacular results flowed from these enduements. However, the normal 
issues of such a blessed experience are outlined in such passages as 
Ephesians 5:18-29 and Colossians 3:16-23. Here we see the believer 
marked by joy, songs of thanksgiving, submission, consideration and 
love of others and a love for the Word of God. Such an one is truly 
Spirit filled. 

In the main, the New Testament teaches that three results flow 
from this infilling. These are joy, as in the case of Elizabeth (Luke 1: 
41), Zacharias (Luke 1:67) and the disciples (Acts 13:52; Ephesians 
5:18, 19); acceptable service, as illustrated by the Lord (Luke 4:1), 
Stephen (Acts 6:3, 8) and Barnabas (Acts 11:24); and holy boldness, 
as exhibited by the Apostles (Acts 2:4), Peter (Acts 4:8-10), the 
disciples (Acts 4:31) and Paul (Acts 13:9; Ephesians 6:18-20). 
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When you have mastered this lesson, take the first part of Exam 5 
(covering lesson 9), questions 1-10 on pages 81-83 (right after 
lesson 10). Remember, you will not turn this exam in for correc¬ 
tion until after you have done lesson 10. 
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Lesson Ten 



Assignment for this lesson: Read Acts 2:1-41; '8:14-17; 10:44-46; 
19:1-6. 


The Bible student will readily see that the Spirit’s activities during the 
first thirty years of Church History, covered by the Acts, differ some¬ 
what from His activities today. For example, sometimes true believers 
during this period were not immediately, upon conversion, indwelt by 
the Spirit of God (Acts 8:15, 16). This is not true of present-day 
Christians, as we have already learned. Moreover, sometimes speaking 
with tongues accompanied the indwelling. Water baptism also some¬ 
times preceded and sometimes followed it. 

How are we to reconcile this condition of things with the orderly 
instructions given in the Epistles? 

In order to understand we must remember that the Acts is a divine 
bridge from Judaism to Christianity. It is the record of a great transi¬ 
tion. God was establishing Christianity with supernatural manifestations 
and working in most unusual ways (Hebrews 2:3, 4). Not only do we 
read of miraculous tongues and healings, but also of those believers 
having all things common (Acts 2:44, 45), the instant death of liars 
(ch. 5), the release of preachers from prison by angels (ch. 12), the 
dead raised (ch. 9), the very shadow of Peter bringing health to the 
diseased (5:15) and the catching away bodily of an evangelist who 
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had just baptized a convert (8:39)! 

Nowhere are these things in evidence today. ' 

It is obvious, therefore, that the pattern of the Acts is not our 
pattern for today, unless definitely confirmed in the apostolic writings. 
In other words, we are not to be guided by the practices of the Acts, 
but by the teachings of the Epistles (1 Corinthians 14:37). This is very 
important and is easily understood if we keep in mind the transitional 
character of the book. 

“In connection with the Coming of the Holy Spirit there were 
four communities to be taken into account-(l) Jewish Christians, (2) 
Samaritan Christians, (3) Gentile Christians, (4) Disciples of John the 
Baptist. Representatives of all these four companies were baptized with 
the Holy Spirit, and were thus incorporated into that one Body, where 
there is neither Jew nor Gentile, but all alike bear the name of Christ. 

“The baptism with the Spirit of Jewish believers was at Pentecost; 
that of Samaritan believers is recorded in Acts 8:14-17; that of Gentile 
believers in Acts 10:44-46; that of John’s disciples in Acts 19:6. 

“This baptism with the Spirit was never repeated. It was the 
initiation into Christianity with all its blessings of those who in these 
four communities had believed in Christ. Those who subsequently 
believed were not thus baptized with the Spirit, but the Holy Spirit 
was given to each one at his conversion, to indwell him. Thus those 
who believed were brought into the one Body. The initial act of 
baptism with the Spirit was not repeated. The Church was formed, once 
for all, out of these four communities by the initial act, in the case of 
each, of baptism with the Spirit. To speak of individuals being baptized 
with, in, of or by the Holy Spirit today is to exhibit singular unintelli¬ 
gence as to its significance” (H. P. Barker). 

In connection with the four groups in the Acts already mentioned 
it is noteworthy that there is a different order of the Spirit’s reception 
in each case. 

In Acts 2:38 Peter says to his conscience-stricken Jewish audience, 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.” Note the order: (1) Repentance, (2) Baptism, (3) Forgiveness, 
and (4) Reception of the Spirit. 
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In Acts 8:14-17 we read, “Now when the apostles which were at 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent 
unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was 
fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Ghost.” Here the order of things is different: (1) Faith 
(v. 12), (2) Baptism, (3) Imposition of apostolic hands, (4) The Holy 
Spirit. 

In Acts 10:44-48 we have still again another order, as seen in the 
inspired account. “While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost 
fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision 
which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because 
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then 
answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed 
they him to tarry certain days.” Here it is (1) Faith (compare v. 43), 
(2) The Reception of the Spirit, and (3) Baptism. 

Finally we turn to Acts 19:1-6. “And it came to pass, that, while 
Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts 
came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have 
ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, 
We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And 
he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, 
Unto John’s baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should 
believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 
When they heard this , they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.” Once 
again the order of things differs from the three preceding ones. (1) 
Faith, (2) Re-baptism, (3) Imposition of apostolic hands, (4) The 
reception of the Holy Spirit. 

Putting all four together we have the following: 
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Jewish Christians 
(2:38) 

Samaritans 

(8:14-17) 

Gentiles 

(10:44-48) 

John’s Disciples 
(19:1-7) 

Repentance 

Water baptism 
Holy Spirit 

Faith 

Baptism 

Apostolic hands 
Holy Spirit 

Faith 

Holy Spirit 

Water baptism 

Faith 

Re-baptism 
Apostolic hands 
Holy Spirit 


Sometimes we are urged from certain quarters to return to the 
pattern and order of things as laid down in the Acts, but we imme¬ 
diately ask, “Which pattern?” Here are four and they all differ as far 
as the Spirit’s reception is concerned. This is somewhat startling. If the 
Epistles teach—and we have seen that they do—that the Spirit of God 
indwells the believer today immediately on his believing the Gospel of 
his salvation (Ephesians 1:13, A.S.V.), then why did not this prevail 
in every case in the Acts period? We believe that the answer lies in the 
national and religious backgrounds of the persons involved. 

It is clear from Acts 2:38 that baptism, as well as repentance, was 
necessary for both forgiveness and for the Spirit in the case of the Jew, 
who, a few weeks before had murdered his God-sent Messiah. By being 
baptized in the very name of the One Whom his nation had repudiated 
he publicly severed himself from that wicked generation (v. 40), and 
thus saved himself from the fate that lay just ahead of it. This salvation 
was from physical judgment, as well as from eternal penalty. 

Thus the order here is peculiarly applicable to repentant Jews. 

In Acts 8 we find the Gospel reaching the Samaritans. These were 
of mixed blood and mixed religion, being half Jewish and half heathen. 
(For their origin read 2 Kings 17:24-41.) And their descendants were 
racial and religious rivals of the Jews, having “no dealings” with them 
(John 4:9). 

“They had a Samaritan Bible, a Samaritan holy mountain and a 
Samaritan temple. No doubt they would have liked to have had a 
Samaritan church and a Samaritan Holy Spirit. 

“This would have introduced a breach into the unity of Chris¬ 
tianity, and we recognize the wisdom of God in preventing it by an 
unusual procedure. There was to be one body, one Spirit, one Lord, 
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one faith, one baptism; so God did not permit the Samaritan believers 
to receive the Holy Spirit apart from the church at Jerusalem, where 
Christianity had already been established. They had to wait till ‘the 
apostles which were at Jerusalem’ could send two of their number. 
Thus was the link formed, and the unity of the Spirit kept. 

“These actual conditions were not perpetuated; there was no 
further occasion for exceptional procedure. No doubt in all future cases 
of conversion among the Samaritans each believer received the Holy 
Spirit as the gift of God directly on his putting his faith in the Savior, 
just as those who believe today receive Him” (H. P. Barker). 

Passing over the case of Cornelius for a moment let us look at 
the fourth group (Acts 19). It is sometimes asked: “Do we not read 
of some who believed, and who yet had not received the Holy Spirit?” 
The questioner often bases his inquiry on this narrative. 

“Our reply is that these twelve men are not said to have believed 
the Gospel of their salvation. How could they believe what they had 
never heard? What they had heard was the message which John the 
Baptist was sent to proclaim: repentance, in view of the coming of the 
Kingdom of God. Receiving this message, they had been baptized unto 
John's baptism and they seem to have received no further light till Paul 
visited their city. 

“Paul could preach what John the Baptist could not, namely, 
redemption accomplished through the blood of Christ; the work all 
finished; Christ risen from the dead; forgiveness and salvation offered 
freely in His name to every creature. This was indeed the Gospel of their 
salvation and these very men were among those who are reminded later 
on that it was when they had believed that they were sealed with the 
Holy Spirit. On hearing the Gospel from the lips of Paul they received 
it, declaring their faith by submitting to Christian baptism. The bond 
of fellowship with these newcomers on true Christian ground was recog¬ 
nized and ratified by the Apostle by his laying hands on them. It was 
like the case of the Samaritan believers, an exceptional procedure, and 
must not be regarded as a precedent to be followed today, especially 
on the part of men who are certainly not Apostles” (H. P. Barker). 

Returning now to the account of the conversion of Cornelius and 
his friends we meet the order with which we are most familiar today, 
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viz., faith in Christ, the receiving of the Spirit and then water baptism. 
Let it be remembered that these people were neither Jews, Samaritans, 
nor disciples of John the Baptist with their incomplete knowledge. 
They were Gentiles. 

As we review these various groups, may we not see our own 
classification in the third, or Gentile, community. Here we see that 
the Spirit of God seals these believers immediately upon their faith 
in Christ, with no delay occasioned by baptism or imposition of hands. 
This conforms exactly with what we have in the Epistles and may be 
safely regarded as normal for today. 

A word on tongues might be added. 

Why did Cornelius and his friends speak in tongues? Simply to 
establish beyond all controversy, the fact that God had received these 
Gentiles. Some visible sign was an absolute necessity, in order to 
convince the prejudiced Peter and his Jewish companions that the 
conversion and reception of these Gentiles was a genuine and divine 
work, if the student will refer again to Acts 10:45, 46 and note the 
little word “for,” this will doubtless be seen very clearly, He should 
then re-read chapter 11:15-18. 


When you are ready, complete Exam 5 by answering questions 
11-20 on pages 83-85. (You should have already answered ques¬ 
tions 1-10 as part of your study of lesson 9.) 

When you have answered all the questions in Exam 5, mail the 
exam for correction. 
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Lesson Eleven 


^JfindranceS to the Spirit 5 lAJorhing-d 


Assignment for this lesson: Read Isaiah 63:10; Acts 7:51; Hebrews 
10:28 , 29; Ephesians 4:30; 1 Thessalonians 5:19 , 20. 


Here are five unpleasant words, contained in the above texts, which are 
all used in connection with the work of the Spirit of God. They are 
“vex,” “resist,” “insult” (Darby’s New Translation of Hebrews 10:29), 
“grieve,” and “quench.” Though omnipotent, He does not resort to 
compulsion—He strives, woos, and warns, but never compels men to 
yield against their will. 

Resisting and insulting the Holy Ghost is often done by sinners 
and apostates. To resist Him is to wilfully refuse His strivings; to insult 
Him is to treat the precious blood of Christ with scorn. No true believer 
can be guilty of this, for the passage in Hebrews has in view men who 
had once professed Christianity and then had repudiated the whole 
thing by returning to an empty Judaism and crucifying afresh the Son 
of God. For such “there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.” They 
have wilfully spurned Christ’s work on the cross, trampled under foot 
His blood, and insulted the Spirit who witnesses to its eternal virtues. 

However, we are not thinking so much of the attitude of the 
ungodly in this lesson, but rather of the dangers confronting the 
believer in his hindrance to the working of the Comforter. 
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We have already noticed the definite exhortation of Ephesians 
5:18 that we be filled with the spirit. This is God’s desire for each. But 
if we are to be filled, then every contrary element must go. If I were 
to entirely fill my study with books then everything would have to be 
removed,—desk, wastebasket, lamps, chairs, etc.—and nothing but books 
fill the room! Let me ask myself, “Am I willing to part with everything 
in my life that is inconsistent with the glory of Christ and the holiness 
of His Spirit? Do I want God’s glory alone? Am I willing to be nothing 
that He may be everything?” 

Christianity does not consist of negatives, however. It positively 
enjoins me to “be filled.” But this is passive, not active. The same 
expression occurs in John 19:29 where we read of the sponge being 
filled with vinegar. Now how was it filled? Simply by being immersed 
in the liquid. I can be filled with the divine Spirit by allowing my mind, 
heart and will to be occupied with and controlled by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


“GRIEVE NOT" (Ephesians 4:30) 

We cannot grieve an enemy; only one who truly loves us^may be thus 
treated. And He is not easily grieved, for “love suffereth long and is 
kind.” However, we must remember that He is the Holy Spirit. What 
is that which grieves Him ? 

1. Positive Sin 

The context makes this abundantly clear. Look at the things 
enumerated in Ephesians 4:24-32: (a) Lying (v. 25); (b) Yielding 
to anger (v. 26); (c) Any concession to the Devil (v. 27); (d) Theft 
and covetousness (v. 28); (e) Corrupt talk (v. 29); (f) Bitterness 
and all forms of temper (v. 31); (g) Unkindness and the want of a 
forgiving spirit (perhaps the most common of all failure among 
saints) (v. 32). No child of God can allow any of these and expect 
to retain an ungrieved Spirit. How necessary, then, that we guard 
our speech and attitudes! 
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2. Negative Sin 


“He is the HOLY Spirit and is necessarily grieved by anything 
unholy. But he may be much grieved even by one whose outward 
conduct is quite exemplary. 

“Suppose that while visiting at a friend’s house my kind 
hostess shows me an album with photos in it. Pointing to one, 
she says: This is a very dear relative of mine, who is away in 
South Africa,’ and she speaks in glowing terms of his life and 
doings. All at once, looking up, she finds me gazing out of the 
window, occupied with something going on in the street. My 
inattention grieves my kind hostess. ‘It is of no use my showing 
him the album,’ she says to herself, ‘he is not a bit interested.’ So 
she closes the book and lays it aside. Now the Holy Spirit is here, 
as it were, with a wonderful album of pictures. The pictures are all 
of the same glorious Person, and the Holy Spirit is intent upon 
describing to us His beauty, His love, and His glory. If, instead of 
listening to Him, we are gazing in another direction, occupied 
with the things of the world, or taken up with other objects, He 
will be grieved, and will close the album. That is to say, He will 
cease ministering Christ to our hearts, and will rebuke us by with¬ 
holding joy and comfort from our souls” (H. P. Barker). 

Many believers today lack joy, peace and power because the 
inward Source is in grieved retirement. In fact, it is His business 
to make us powerless and miserable if we are out of fellowship 
with our Lord. 

“Suppose that a gentleman intends to spend a year or so in 
foreign travel. Instead of shutting up his house and storing his 
furniture, he engages a caretaker to take charge of it during his 
absence. For a time all goes well, but one day a loud crash is 
heard in one of the rooms. The caretaker rushes into the room 
and finds that a large piece of plaster has fallen from the ceiling, 
breaking some of the furniture, and covering the rest with dust. 
Naturally he is grieved, but he does not on that account pack up 
his trunk and take his departure. Leaving his ordinary duties, he 
devotes his attention to repairing the damage. He calls in the 
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plasterer to put the ceiling in good order. The broken furniture is 
placed in the hands of the upholsterer, and the whole room is 
cleared of the dirt and dust. This illustrates what takes place when 
a believer grieves the Holy Spirit. Too faithful a Caretaker to de¬ 
part, He devotes His attention to repairing the spiritual damage in 
our souls. He desists from His normal occupation of ministering joy 
and comfort to our hearts, and seeks to lead us to self-judgment 
and confession, in order that we may be restored” (H. P. Barker). 

"QUENCH NOT" (1 Thessalonians 5:19, 20) 

The student will recall the story of Genesis twenty-four. When Rebekah 
had been given by her parents to be the bride of Isaac, the servant who 
had come in behalf of his master was anxious to get underway on the 
return journey, saying, “Send me away unto my master.” However, the 
parents were reluctant to part so soon with their daughter and urged a 
delay of at least ten days. This brought from the servant the word of 
urgency, “Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath prospered my way; 
send me away that I may go to my master” (v. 56). That servant is a 
picture of the Holy Spirit who has come from glory in behalf of the 
Son in order to call out the bride, the Church. Having won us by the 
Gospel, He is now anxious to complete His task of presenting us a 
chaste virgin unto Christ. The world, the flesh and the devil would 
hinder this work. Hence He cries, “Hinder me not!” 

This hindrance may be by grieving His love and quenching the 
fire of His own ministry that would come to us through others. He 
has a lot to say to us. For this He sovereignly uses various instruments. 
But if we refuse to hear, then we deter Him and consequently reap 
loss. 

The command “grieve not” is individual; “quench not” applies to 
individuals and to a collective body. A Christian congregation may 
quench the Spirit’s fire by limiting the channels of ministry and 
impeding His own choice of human instruments through whom He 
wishes to speak. A so-called layman who cannot speak with grammat¬ 
ical correctness or verbal polish may, nevertheless, speak to the people 
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of God to their profit and edification. He may bring God’s message 
home to the consciences of all, and leave a profound conviction in the 
souls of all assembled that he was the Spirit’s instrument for the 
occasion. Human arrangements and ecclesiastical convention might, 
and often do, choke such a God-given ministry. This is not a plea for 
ignorant or ill-prepared homilies, nor an ignoring of the fact that Christ 
has given gifts such as evangelists, pastors, and teachers to His Church. 
But it is a plea for the avoidance of the quenching of the Spirit at the 
gatherings of the saints. We must maintain liberty for the Holy Spirit 
to use His own furnished vessels, whether so-called preachers or laymen, 
and thus to obey the Word, “Despise not prophesyings.’’ To depreciate, 
therefore, a God-given word because it comes to us “through a ram’s 
horn instead of a silver trumpet,” that is because it comes through an 
untrained brother rather than through an educated individual, is to 
depreciate the Holy Spirit in the churches of the saints! 


When you have mastered this lesson, take the first part of Exam 6 
(covering lesson 11), questions 1-10 on pages 99-100 (right after 
lesson 12). Remember, you will not turn this exam in for correc¬ 
tion until after you have done lesson 12. 
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Lesson Twelve 


Di Xe J4o(y Spirit ’d Pi 


ower 


Assignment for this lesson: Read Luke 4:14; Acts 10:38; 1 Corin¬ 
thians 12; John 7:37-39; Acts 1:8; 2 Timothy 1:7. 


“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost” 
(Romans 15:13). This latter phrase is significant. It is only in this 
energy that we can enter into the great truths of the Roman Epistle 
and thus be filled with true joy and peace. 

In this final lesson we want to remind ourselves that the Spirit 
is God, and that all the attributes of Deity, including omnipotence, are 
His. This power is seen in His work at creation (Job 26:13; 33:4; Psalm 
104:30), in His endowment of physical might to certain Bible char¬ 
acters (Judges 14:6, 19; Acts 8:39), and also in His supernatural 
energies as seen in the miracles of the Acts. 

But it is His spiritual power as seen in the lives of individuals which 
concerns us most. Is this available for us today? May we live victor¬ 
iously over sin and temptation? Yes, indeed! This truth is very practical. 

Let us look at the Spirit’s power in: 


THE LIFE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Christ’s life was not only marked by absolute holiness, but also by 
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divine power. “He did not use His divine prerogatives directly, but did 
all by the Spirit of God who filled Him” (Ridout). 

His virgin birth was wrought by the Spirit (Luke 1:35); at His 
baptism He was anointed with the Spirit and with power (Acts 10:38); 
in that power He ministered to the physical and spiritual needs of His 
creatures (Luke 4:1, 14); and annulled the power of Satan (Matthew 
12:28). His offering on the cross was “through the eternal Spirit” 
(Hebrews 9:14), and even His glorious resurrection was accomplished 
by the same power (1 Peter 3:18). 

HIS GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 

A study of 1 Corinthians 12 emphasizes the thought that here we have 
true unity expressed in diversity. There is one Spirit and one Body, and 
every true believer is a member of that Body. The life that is in the 
Head (Christ) is in every member, and the Head is the great controller. 
Now, just as in our human frame, each physical member has its own 
peculiar function, so it is in the mystical Body of Christ. Hence, every 
Christian possesses a God-given endowment for service, and these are 
dependent for their operation on the Head, and interdependent upon 
every other member. There is no competition, but rather cooperation. 

There are nine distinct gifts, or divine enablements, listed in this 
chapter. Notice that these are not confined to one or two men, but are 
given sovereignly by the Spirit to all, and the health of the whole is 
determined by the normal functioning of each. 

It is not our responsibility to create a Christ. unity, for the 
Holy Spirit has already done this. The Spirit’s unity is a present reality, 
for, as we have already noticed, He has baptized all believers into that 
wondrous organism, the Church. We are called upon to recognize it, 
and act upon it, in accordance with Ephesians 4:2, 3, “With all 
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another 
in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” - 

It is clear, therefore, that the dynamic for the healthful function¬ 
ing of the Church is resident in the ungrieved Holy Spirit. “Not by 
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might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts” 
(Zechariah 4:6). 


THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER 

“A British friend tells of a train trip he took some years ago, from 
Geneva to Brussels. Only one other man shared the compartment with 
him, a man whose face was somewhat familiar to our friend although 
he could not quite place his companion. But he did not trouble himself 
too much about the matter. Through a full morning on the train, each 
of these men occupied himself with reading or looking out the window, 
and they did not exchange a word. Luncheon was served and they both 
went to the dining car at about the same time. It was rather empty and 
they sat at separate tables. In the afternoon the two travelers watched 
the passing scenery as the train sped through the beautiful Ardenne 
valleys. At length the train drew into the station at Brussels. A band 
struck up at Brabanconne. An excited crowd stood in the station 
cheering. The door of our friend’s compartment was opened, red carpet 
was laid from the door of the railway car to another carpet on the 
station platform. And out of the compartment stepped the man who 
had shared the accommodation with our friend all day, Albert, King 
of the Belgians! Too late the Englishman discovered who his companion 
had been. An opportunity, never to be had again, had been lost.” Had 
the English traveler not only journeyed but communed with his fellow- 
traveler what a conversation might have been enjoyed! What an honor 
he would have experienced! 

Every true believer is journeying to Glory with the indwelling 
Comforter, but not every believer enjoys His conscious companionship. 
The Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:14) speaks of the “communion” or 
“fellowship” of the Holy Spirit. This carries with it the thought of 
enjoyed participation with the Father and the Son as well as with one 
another. But this demands resolute self-judgment on our part. 

Our Lord’s last words before His ascension concerned a mighty 
enduement of power from on high (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8). This power 
was to come upon them with the Spirit’s advent. As we know, this 
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advent took place at Pentecost (Acts 2). It was then that they were 
clothed with new divine energy, and the men who had fled like timid 
sheep now stood firm like courageous lions. The fear of man had gone, 
and they boldly proclaimed the Messiahship and Lordship of Christ to 
the very people who had jeered the Savior’s dying agonies on the cross 
a few weeks before. Moreover, they endured floggings and imprison¬ 
ment, scorn and hate, and finally death by martyrdom. The proclama¬ 
tion of the Gospel was made with amazing fervor, and Christian 
assemblies sprang up throughout the Roman Empire. But not only 
did the infilling of the Spirit produce great boldness for testimony, 
but also much spiritual joy (Acts 13:52). They gloried in their tribula¬ 
tions knowing that these very adversities gave renewed opportunity for 
the power of Christ to rest upon them. 

We are not to think of them, however, as supermen or immune 
to the besetments of despondency and trial that afflict us today. They 
did have their times of discouragement. They sometimes failed to 
discern the mind of God and had to be corrected and restored to 
communion. They who had been filled with the Spirit in Acts 2 had 
to be refilled in Acts 4. 

Perhaps another illustration from the pen of the late H. P. Barker 
will help us here. He says, “I stood by a lock on a deep American 
waterway. To my left the water stood at a high level, maintained thus 
by the strong lock gate that held it back. Between the two gates the 
water was down very low and the stream to my right was at the same 
level as this. The gate to my right having slowly opened an oil-tanker 
glided into the lock. Then the strong gate to my left was gradually 
swung back, the level of the water in the lock was rapidly raised to the 
level of that on my left. The tanker was raised with it, and resumed its 
journey upstream. My story, as it stands, is false. Yet I saw all this 
with my own eyes. But I have omitted a detail. And that detail is vital. 
It is this. After the tanker had glided into the lock the gate to my right 
was firmly closed. Otherwise the incoming waters would never have 
raised the level of the water between the gates; they would simply have 
run away downstream and have been wasted. Do you see the applica¬ 
tion of this? When you open your heart to the treasures of love which 
Christ can pour therein, when the Spirit fills you and controls your life 
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on His behalf, do not omit to close that other gate: the gate of your 
life that leads out into the world of sin. Keep that gate closed or the 
tide of blessing and joy will run away and be lost.” 

In keeping with all this let us re-read Ephesians 5:18. Intoxication 
with wine is forbidden; the filling of the Spirit is commanded. When a 
man is filled with wine he walks and talks differently; and when one is 
filled with the Holy Ghost his walk and talk will take on new char¬ 
acteristics! 

How may we be filled? By obeying God’s Word, and by main¬ 
taining fellowship with our exalted Lord. It is not by occupation with 
the Spirit’s work within, but, rather, by contemplation of Christ’s 
glories above and beyond. 

Our Lord Jesus indicated a threefold personal relationship of the 
Spirit to the believer: “with” “in,” “upon.” 

1. “With.” “He dwelleth with you” (John 14:17), when He convicts 
us of sin (John 16:9), when He presents Christ as the object of 
faith (v. 14), and regenerates us (Titus 3:5). 

2. “In.” “He shall be in you” (John 14:17). This describes the 
abiding presence of the Spirit in the believer’s body, to give 
victory over the flesh (Galatians 5:16, 17), to produce the Christ- 
like character, “the fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22, 23), to 
help our infirmities (Romans 8:26), to inspire prayer (Ephesians 
6:18), to give us access to the Father (Ephesians 2:18), to make 
positive to us our sonship (Galatians 4:6), to comfort us (Acts 
9:31), and to guide us into all truth, revealing Christ to us (John 
16:13, 14). 

3. “Upon.” “Ye shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming 
upon you” (Acts 1:8); the disciples tarried in Jerusalem according 
to the word of the Lord, and waited for this promise to be ful¬ 
filled. The day of Pentecost being fully come, as they were all 
with one accord in one place, the Spirit descended upon them in 
cloven tongues like as of fire, “and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:3, 4). They were with one accord in one 
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place, this was unity; they were all filled, this was corporate 
power; the cloven tongues like as of fire, sat upon each of them, 
individual power, the result of unity in a church. What a power 
for God such an Assembly would be today, and how glorifying 
to the Lord would the witness for Christ be in this dark world if 
individual believers were all filled with the Spirit. 

The means by which this can take place is, first of all, not to allow 
any sin in the heart or life that would grieve the Spirit, and not to 
quench Him by disobedience, but to submit oneself without reserve 
to His sway in walk and service; to allow nothing of self, the flesh or 
the world to hinder His power. When the heart and life are emptied of 
all that is contrary to Him, then in fulness does the Spirit come “upon.” 

It is our prayer that each student finishing this course of lessons 
may be spiritually renewed, and enabled, to say with Micah, “Truly I 
am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord.” 


When you are ready, complete Exam 6 by answering questions 
11-20 on pages 101-103. (You should have already answered ques¬ 
tions 1-10 as part of your study of lesson 11.) 

When you have answered all the questions in Exam 6, mail the 
exam for correction. 
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